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The Contradictions of the WTO System and Building

a Harmonious WTO System

CHEN G Dawei
(School of Economics, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872)

Abstract : Belligerence and identity are basic attributes and relations of the WTO system. There are
three principal contradictionsof the WTO system: the contradiction between free trade and trade pro-
tection, the contradiction between developing countries and developed countries, and contradiction be
tween state sovereignty and international agreements. Thus the basc contradiction of the WTO sys
temis the contradiction between free trade and trade protection of developing countries and developed
countries.“ Opposdtion-Balance-New Opposition-New Balance” is the regular pattern of the WTO sys
tem, and also a historical process of the WTO self-denial and self-development. It is inevitable that
the current system will be elapsed and new system will be established. The characteristics of harmoni-
ous WTO system are order , balance, development and harmony and win-win should beitsphilosophy.
Chinais aleading country for promoting a harmonious WTO system, and will play a more important
as China becomes stronger.
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